Why Do We Really Celebrate Christ’s Birth?

Luke 2:7-40 ' And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. % In that region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see-- | am bringing you good news of greatjoy for all the people: "' to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord % This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger ® And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and say|ng, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!" "> When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known tous." '° So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child Iyrng in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; '® and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. ° But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. 2 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21 After eight days had passed, it was time to
circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in
the womb. ?* When the time came for their purrfrcanon according to the law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male
shall be desrgnated as holy to the Lord") *and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." > Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man was rlghteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. “” It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 2’ Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the
temple and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, “® Simeon took him in his arms and prarsed God, saying, 9 "Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word ® for my eyes have seen your salvation, " which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples % a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel." *~ And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “Th|s ch|Id is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed ® so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." % There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the trrbe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after
her marriage, *" then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. % At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. % When they had frnrshed
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “The
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
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+» What is the Christmas story really about?

o Hope

o Love

o Peace

o Promise
o Sacrifice

What Is Sacrifice?

+»+ To give up voluntarily without expectation of anything in return.
s To forfeit.
¢ To surrender.



Old Testament:

Genesis 22:9-18 ° When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. "% Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. " But the angel of the LORD called to
him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here | am." '* He said, "Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me." ' And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its
horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. " So
Abraham called that?Iace "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it
shall be provided." " The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, '® and said,
"By myself | have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son,
your only son, 7| will indeed bless you, and | will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their
enemies, '® and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because
you have obeyed my voice."

1 John 4:9-14 ° God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. ' In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ' Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. > No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. ' By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. '* And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.

Hosea 6:6 ° For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt
offerings.

Matthew 9:13 ' Go and learn what this means, 'l desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For | have come to call
not the righteous but sinners."

How Can We Sacrifice?

If Jesus is willing to give his life for our sins, what can we do for him in return?

«» To love one another!

John 13:34-35 **| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you,
you also should love one another. % By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another."

What does love entail?

% SACRIFICE!



How can we make scarifies now? How can we offer ourselves as a sacrifice to God?

Matthew 19:21 ?' Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."

1 Timothy 6:10-12 "° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. " But as for you,
man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight
the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

Matthew 19:23-30 2 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly | tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of heaven. ** Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." %> When the disciples heard this, they were
greatly astounded and said, "Then who can be saved?" % But Jesus looked at them and said, "For
mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible." " Then Peter said in reply, "Look, we have
left everything and followed you. What then will we have?" 8 Jesus said to them, "Truly | tell you, at the
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. # And everyone who has left houses or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold,
and will inherit eternal life. *° But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.

Is your Spiritual New Year’s resolution a sacrifice?

0&A:

Benediction

Ephesians 6:23-24 % Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. ** Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.



